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# 4th Meeting
Supporting Sentences
Topic


: Supporting Sentences
Objectives

: After discussing the topic given, you are expected to be able to,

1. identify effective supporting sentences in paragraph given;

2. make supporting sentences, providing reasons, examples, facts, statistics, or quotations. 
Supporting Sentences

As already mentioned, a paragraph is unified around main point, topic sentence. All sentences which develop the topic sentence, should clearly relate to that point by giving specific and factual information in greater detail. According to the Oshima’s statement (1991: 71), one of the biggest problems in student writing is that student writers often fail to prove their points. The failures are identified as the result of failing in giving concrete details. The writing is too often full of opinions and generalizations without the factual details needed to support them. Learn the model given.

1st Model 

(taken from http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/paragraphs.htm. Retrieved 9 Februari 2010. 08.20 wib.)

When I was growing up, one of the places I enjoyed most was the cherry tree in the back yard. Behind the yard was an alley and then more houses. Every summer when the cherries began to ripen, I used to spend hours high in the tree, picking and eating the sweet, sun-warmed cherries. My mother always worried about my falling out of the tree, but I never did. But I had some competition for the cherries — flocks of birds that enjoyed them as much as I did and would perch all over the tree, devouring the fruit whenever I wasn't there. I used to wonder why the grown-ups never ate any of the cherries; but actually when the birds and I had finished, there weren't many left.
No sentence is completely irrelevant to the general topic of this paragraph (the cherry tree), but the sentences Behind the yard was an alley and then more houses and My mother always worried about my falling out of the tree, but I never did do not develop the specific idea in the first sentence: enjoyment of the cherry tree.

Learn the 2nd model.
	       My hometown, Wheaton, is famous for several amazing natural features.  First, it is noted for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful. Also, on the other side of the town is Wheaton Hill, which is unusual because it is very steep.


When a reader reads a topic sentence, such as My hometown, Wheaton, is famous for several amazing natural features, a question should usually appear in the reader's mind.  In this case, the question should be like, "What are the natural features that make Wheaton famous?"   The reader should then expect that the rest of the paragraph will give an answer to this question.  

Now look at the sentences after the topic sentence.  We can see that the second sentence in the paragraph,  First, it is noted for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful, indeed gives an answer to this question. That is, the second sentence gives some explanation for the fact that Wheaton is a famous town. Similarly, we can see that the third sentence also gives some explanation for the fact that Wheaton is famous by giving another example of an "amazing natural feature," in this case, Wheaton Hill. 

The second and third sentences are called supporting sentences.  They are called "supporting" because they "support," or explain, the idea expressed in the topic sentence.  Of course, paragraphs in English often have more than two supporting ideas.   The paragraph above is actually a very short paragraph.  At minimum, you should have at least five to seven sentences in your paragraph.  Here we can see our paragraph about Wheaton with a few more supporting sentences in bold font: 
  
  

	       My hometown is famous for several amazing natural features.  First, it is noted for the Wheaton River, which is very wide and beautiful. Also, on the other side of the town is Wheaton Hill, which is unusual because it is very steep. The third amazing feature is the Big Old Tree. This tree stands two hundred feet tall and is probably about six hundred years old.


Furthermore, some of the possible ways that provide details may be considered. These ways give you an alternative to write supporting sentences.
· Add examples 

· Tell a story that illustrates the point you're making 

· Discuss a process 

· Compare and contrast 

· Use analogies (eg., "X is similar to Y because. . . ") 

· Discuss cause and effect 

· Define your terms 

Exercise 1

(Adapted from Oshima 1991 p. 22

Remember, the topic sentence indicates the main idea of a paragraph and is the most general statement in the paragraph.
Step 1

Decide which of the following sentences is the topic sentence of 



the paragraph.

Step 2

Write TS on the line next to that sentence.

Step 3

Decide the order of the supporting sentences and number them SS1, SS2



SS3, and so on.

Paragraph 1
________
a. It enables customers to do several banking transactions twenty-four



    hours a day.

________
b. In addition, a customer can transfer funds between accounts or get



    a cash advance on a credit card.

________
c. An automated teller machine (ATM) is a convenient miniature bank.

________
d. For example, a customer can use an ATM to deposit money and



    withdraw a limited amount of cash.

Paragraph 2

________
a. After an attack by a great white, 462 stitches were required to sew up

                            an Australian scuba diver.

________
b. With their razor-sharp teeth and strong jaws, great white sharks are 



    very dangerous.

________
c. Nevertheless, one did just that near a public beach in Australia 

                            in 1985.

________
d. Ever when they attack humans, however, great whites do not usually 



    eat them.

________
e. It bit in half and totally devoured a young female swimmer.

________
f. Great whites do not usually attack humans, but when they do, they 



    always cause serious injury and even death.

Paragraph 3

_______
a. Another important change was that people had the freedom to live and



    work wherever they wanted.

_______
b. The earliest significant change was for farming families, who were no 



    longer isolated.

_______
c. The final major change brought by the automobile was the building of 



    superhighways, suburbs, huge shopping centers, and many theme

                            parks such as Disney World in Florida. 

_______
d. The automobile revolutionized the American way of life.

_______
e. The automobile enabled them to drive to towns and cities comfortably 

                            and conveniently.

_______
f. In fact, people could work in a busy metropolitan city and drive home 

                           to the quiet suburbs.
Paragraph 4

_______
a. In time, this melted part rises as a magma.

_______
b. The formation of a volcanic eruption is a dramatic series of events.

_______
c. As the plate sinks, friction and the earth’s heat cause part of it to melt.

_______
d. The magma produces heat, steam, and pressure.

_______
e. First of all, most volcanoes are formed where two plates collide.

_______
f. Then one of the plates is forced under the other and sinks.

_______
g. When the heat, steam, and pressure from the magma finally reach the

                            surface of the Earth, a volcanic eruption occurs.
Exercise 2
Practice in Supporting a Topic Sentence with Specific Details
(Adapted from Richard Nordquist, About.com Guide)
Instructions:
Here is an effective topic sentence for a descriptive paragraph: 

My most valuable possession is an old, slightly warped, blond guitar--the first instrument that I ever taught myself how to play.

This sentence not only identifies the prized belonging ("an old, slightly warped, blond guitar") but also suggests why the writer values it ("the first instrument that I ever taught myself how to play"). Some of the sentences below support this topic sentence with specific descriptive details. Others, however, offer information that would be inappropriate in a unified descriptive paragraph. Read the sentences carefully, and then pick out only those that support the topic sentence with precise descriptive details. It is a Madeira folk guitar, all scuffed and scratched and finger-printed. 
1. My grandparents gave it to me on my thirteenth birthday. 

2. I think they bought it at the Music Lovers Shop in Rochester where they used to  live. 
3. At the top is a bramble of copper-wound strings, each one hooked through the eye of a silver tuning key. 

4. Although copper strings are much harder on the fingers than nylon strings, they sound much better than the nylon ones. 

5. The strings are stretched down a long slim neck. 

6. The frets on the neck are tarnished, and the wood has been worn down by years of fingers pressing chords. 

7. It was three months before I could even tune the guitar properly, and another few months before I could manage the basic chords. 
8. You have to be very patient when first learning how to play the guitar. 

9. You should set aside a certain time each day for practice. 

10. The body of the Madeira is shaped like an enormous yellow pear, one that has been slightly damaged in shipping. 

11. A guitar can be awkward to hold, particularly if it seems bigger than you are, but you need to learn how to hold it properly if you're ever going to play it right. 

12. I usually play sitting down because it's more comfortable that way. 

13. The blond wood has been chipped and gouged to gray, particularly where the pick guard fell off years ago. 

14. I have a Gibson now and hardly ever play the Madeira any more.
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