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2nd  Meeting

Present Simple
Learn this exercises

Cindy Walker (20) ..................... (live) in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and .............(study) psychology at the university in Durham. Her life ............... (seem) perfect: She .............(love) her beautiful town, her studies and her friends. Especially the weekends ........... (be) joyful, because then she ............... (meet) Jim, her boyfriend. Her long time relationship ................(be) all the more important as at home she did not discover an ideal world. Her parents ............. (be) divorced and although she forgave her father, who left the family three years ago, there ..........(be) still problems emerging with Susie, Cindy’s little sister. She cannot forgive…
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2nd  Meeting

Present Simple
Discussion

The Present Simple is the most basic and common tense in the English language.
Quick example: 

· I live in New York.

· We play football every day. 

· The meeting starts at 3 p.m. 

USE 1: Facts and Generalizations 



The first and most important use of the Present Simple is to talk about things we believe are (or are not) true. It's also used to generalize about somebody or something. 
Scientist: The Earth goes around the Sun (Use 1)
· Why is this in Present Simple? Because the scientist expresses a fact, something that he believes is true (in this case, he is right: the Earth really goes around the Sun).

Examples: 

· It is a big house.

· He talks a lot.

· Berlin is the capital city of Germany. 

· Buenos Aires is a large city. 

· The Elephant doesn't fly.
· Dogs don't smoke cigarettes. 

· A dog is not large than an elephant 

USE 2: Habits and Routines 



We also use this tense to indicate that an activity is a habit or a routine. 
[ John: I play basketball every Friday ]

a boy says: "I play basketball every Friday" 

· Why is this in Present Simple? Because the boy talks about a habit, something that he does regularly.


Examples: 

· We leave for work at 7.30 every morning. 

· Susan often meets with her friends after school.

· They usually play football on Sunday. 

· Mark rarely visits his sick grandmother. 

The Present Simple tense is often used with the frequency adverbs (Adverbs of frequency say how often an activity happens):  

Here are a few examples of how to use them in sentences: 

· I always go to church on Sundays.

· I never eat anything after 10 p.m.

USE 3: Pernament Situations 



Use the Present Simple to talk about situations in life that last a relatively long time. 

Examples: 

· I live in Boston

· He works as a fireman.

· Margaret drives a Porshe. 

· Jerry doesn't teach maths at highschool. 

USE 4: State Verbs 



You should use the Present Simple with state verbs. 
Speaker 1: Ronaldinho, do you like football? (Use 4) 

Ronaldinho: Yes, I do.

Examples: 

· I like swimming.

· We know this man.

· Margaret drives a Porshe. 

· Jerry doesn't teach maths at highschool. 

USE 5: Fixed / Official arrangements 


Use the Present Simple to talk about events that we can't change (for example, an official meeting or a train departure). 

Examples: 

· The meeting starts at 4 pm.

· The train leaves at the noon.

· When does the plane take off?

· Jerry doesn't teach maths at highschool. 


USE 6: Narrations 


The Present Simple is also used in narrations (e.g. to tell a story or a joke). 

Examples: 

· A man goes to visit a friend and is amazed to find him playing chess with his dog. He watches the game in astonishment for a while [...] 
Sport commentary

If you've every listened to the commentary of a sport event, you certainly noticed a variety of tenses in use. When using the Present Simple, the speaker usually describes actions that are happening at the moment of speaking.

Nick Pike runs with the ball (sorry strolls with the ball) and gets the ball stolen off him by Chris Brown, he passes it to Bristol Rovers answer to Cliff Richard who passes it to Matt Dark. It gets intercepted by Lardy (Rich Massey), he gets a shout from Feet, but Chris read the game, ran into space and got the ball, he passes it to Jap but he loses it to Tony. Jap battles for the ball he lost and wins it back he then knocks the ball to me, I lose it to Feet. Feet has a shot which our keeper collected with ease. Ger throws the ball out to me, I get closed down by Foxy, he challenges for the ball, I knock it on to Martin Bryant, he has a little run switches the ball to other side to find Matt who crosses the ball to Pugsy, who is in the 18 yard box and Clemco (Martin Clemmence) puts a good foot in. Chris Brown tackles well, he turns with the ball, he has a shot but it never troubled the keeper.
Source:http://www.bristolrovers2.co.uk/eastvillestadium-2.html
Form

Forming a sentence in the Present Simple is easy. To form a declarative sentence, all you need is the subject of the sentence (e.g. I, you, he, a dog) and the verb (e.g. be, talk, swim). Questions and negative sentences are only a little more difficult, because they require an auxiliary verb. 

Declarative Sentences

	Subject
	+
	Verb

	e.g. I/a dog etc. 
	
	e.g. work/go/make


Sharks have sharp teeth (Use 1)

	Examples
	Use
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	A dog is an animal
	(Use 1) 
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	I learn English twice a week
	(Use 2) 
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	I have two eggs
	(Use 4)
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	The course starts in April
	(Use 5) 
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	I come from Basil
	(Use 3) 
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	I'm having two eggs
	 


Questions

	Auxiliary Verb 
	+
	Subject
	+
	Verb

	do or does
	
	e.g. I/a dog etc. 
	
	e.g. work/go/make


Questions require the auxiliary verb to do or, in the third person singular, does. 

Compare these examples: 

· A: Does she like going to the mountains?

· B: Yes, she does.

· A: Does John have a dog?

· B: No, he doesn't.

Keep in mind that when you ask a question, the verb does not conjugate: 

· Does she have a dog?

· Does she 
For the verb to be, we do not use an auxiliary:

· Is he tall? 

· Does he be tall?

Negative Sentences

	Subject
	+
	Auxiliary verb+not
	+
	Verb

	e.g. I/a dog etc. 
	
	do not (don't) / does not (doesn't) 
	
	e.g. work/go/make


· do + not = don't

· does + not = doesn't

	Examples
	Use
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	They don't live in New York anymore 
	(Use 3)
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	I don't like winter
	(Use 4)
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	They don't live in New York anymore 
	(Use 3) 
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	He doesn't go to the cinema at all
	(Use 2) 


always, never, frequently, often, usually, seldom, rarely, nowadays, every week, every year, sometimes, occasionally, from time to time.











