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4th  Meeting

Present Continuous

Learn this exercise

Computers and Education

Computer ................... (cause) a new revolution on university campuses today. At this moment, students throughout North America .................... (edit) term papers on computers. They ......................(calculate) statistics. They ................... (write) reports. They ................... (design) new products – all on personal computers.


Today’s computer revolution ..................... (be) a major force on campus. In fact, students who ........................ (own, not) computers .................... (feel, often) that they ..................... (be) at a disadvantage. In many cases, they ...................... (have) to borrow one or pay for time at computer center. Personal computers ....................... (be) very common, and throughout North American certain colleges and universities ...................... (require, now) students to buy their own.


Some educators ........................ (like, not) today’s emphasis on computers. They ....................... (recognize) the importance of computer literacy, but they ........................... (belive, not) in doing everything by computer. Most students ..................... (prefer) the computer, however. As psychological student Kevin McFarley says, “Right now, I .......................... (complete) a project for statistics class. I ............................. (mind, not) calculating statistics manually. Without the computer, though, this project would take weeks to finish. At this moment, the computer ......................... (do) some calculations that would take me two weeks to figure. How can a human being compete with that?” 
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4th  Meeting

Present Continuous
Learn this exercise
Computers and Education
Computer are causing (cause) a new revolution on university campuses today. At this moment, students throughout North America are editing (edit) term papers on computers. They are calculating (calculate) statistics. They are writing (write) reports. They are designing (design) new products – all on personal computers.


Today’s computer revolution is (be) a major force on campus. In fact, students who don’t own (own, not) computers often feel (feel, often) that they are (be) at a disadvantage. In many cases, they have (have) to borrow one or pay for time at computer center. Personal computers are (be) very common, and throughout North American certain colleges and universities now require (require, now) students to buy their own.


Some educators don’t like (like, not) today’s emphasis on computers. They recognize (recognize) the importance of computer literacy, but they don’t believe (belive, not) in doing everything by computer. Most students prefer (prefer) the computer, however. As psychological student Kevin McFarley says, “Right now, I am completing (complete) a project for statistics class. I don’t mind (mind, not) calculating statistics manually. Without the computer, though, this project would take weeks to finish. At this moment, the computer is doing (do) some calculations that would take me two weeks to figure. How can a human being compete with that?” 
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4th  Meeting

Present Continuous
Discussion
The Present Continuous is mainly used to express the idea that something is happening at the moment of speaking. Another use of the tense is to talk about what we are planning to do.

Example: 

· He is sleeping.

· I  am visiting grandpa in the afternoon. 

· You are always coming late for the meetings! 

USE 1: Present Action 



Use the present continuous tense to talk about actions happening at the moment of speaking.

Examples:

· He is eating a dinner.

· Mary is talking with her friend.

· They are swimming.
[Johny: I’m having a shower now]

Why is this in present continuous? It’s because the Johny is taking shower at this precise moment.

USE 2: Temporary Actions 



This tense is also used for activities continuing for only a limited period of time.

Examples:
· I’m riding a bike to get to work because my car is broken. (It will soon be repaired)

· They are not talking with each other after the last argument. (They will soon make up)
USE 3: Longer Actions in Progress 



We also use the present continuous when we are in a middle of doing something time-consuming (i.e. something that takes time to complete). An example of such an activity is writing a book, saving money or studying for an exam. 
Examples:

· They are working hard to earn money.

· I am training to become a professional footballer.

· Mike is studying hard to become a doctor.

· Elizabeth is currently writing a children’s book titled I am the World.
[Alex: I’m writing an adventure book]

Why is this in present continous? It can be learnt that Alex was writing a book a mont ago, two months ago and three months ago up to the present and still continue. Clearly, it’s a longer action in progress.

USE 4: Future (Personal) Arrangements and Plans 



Sometimes we use the present continuous to show that something will be done in the near future.
Examples:

· I’m meeting Katie in the evening.

· He’s flying to Rome in September.

· We’re not going anywhere tomorrow.
USE 5: Irritation or Anger 


And the last use of this tense is to express irritation or anger over somebody or something in the present. 
Examples:

· She’s always complaining about everything!
· Johny is always asking me stupid questions!
· They are always coming late to meetings!

Form

To form a sentence in the Present Continuous, you have to: 

· know the proper conjugation of the auxiliary verb 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.englishtenseswithcartoons.com/to_be_auxiliary_verb" "to be". 

	Person
	Singular
	Plural


	Person
	Singular
	Plural

	First
	I am
	We are

	Second
	You are
	You are

	Third
	He/she/it is
	They are


· add the "ing" suffix to the verb (to form the present participle of the verb) 

Examples: 

· try + ing = trying
· go + ing = going
Contracted forms (more)

· I + am = I'm

· is + not = isn't

· are + not = aren't

· he + is = he's

· she + is = she's

· it + is= it's

Declarative Sentences

	Subject
	+
	Auxiliary verb
	+
	Verb + ing

	e.g. I/a dog etc. 
	
	is / are 
	
	e.g. work/go/make


	Examples
	Use
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	He is getting married this month
	Use 2)
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	They are swimming in the sea
	Use 1)
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	I'm having my first driving lesson this week
	Use 2) 
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	I'm studying to become lawyer one day
	Use 1) 
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	I'm drinking hot coffee now
	Use 1) 

	[image: image9.jpg]



	She is always asking me stupid questions. 
	Use 3)


Questions

	Auxiliary verb
	+
	Subject
	+
	Verb + ing

	is / are 
	
	e.g. I/a dog etc. 
	
	e.g. work/go/make


	Examples
	Use
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	Is she eating my cake now?
	Use 1)
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	Are they having the party on Friday or Saturday?
	Use 2)
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	Are you meeting David today?
	Use 2)
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	Is Mary having breakfast now?
	Use 1) 


Negative Sentences

	Subject
	+
	Auxiliary verb + not
	+
	Verb + ing

	e.g. I/a dog etc. 
	
	is not / are not 
	
	e.g. work/go/make


	Examples
	Use
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	He is not joking
	Use 1)
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	We aren't waiting for my uncle
	Use 1) 
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	He is not going to school tomorrow 
	Use 2)








