TOPIC FOUR: ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY

Section One: Vocabulary Quizzes
(Adapted from www.teachingenglish.org.uk)
A. Idioms

1. If you feel "Like a fish ________ water" you feel in the wrong place.

a. in

b. under

c. out of

d. over

2. His name definitely rings ________, although I can’t put a face to it.

a. a memory

b. a thought

c. a bell

d. a clock

3. Choose a more formal alternative for the words in bold.

Take your umbrella with you - it's raining cats and dogs !

a. It's very hot

b. It's raining a little

c. It will rain soon

d. It's raining heavily

4. I'm very suspicious of this deal. I can smell ________

a. a rabbit

b. a rose

c. a rat

d. a fish

5. To "_______ around the bush" is an idiom which means to avoid

speaking about something directly.

a. run

b. beat

c. talk

d. look

6. If you make fun of someone, you "pull his or her ________.”

a. arm

b. finger

c. leg

d. toe

7. According to the proverb, 'There's no smoke without _______’.

a. matches

b. cigarettes

c. burning the dinner

d. (a) fire

8. If you memorize something, for example a poem or speech so you know

it without reading it, you learn it by ________.

a. memory

b. heart

c. eye

d. ear

9. If you tell the truth after initially lying, you ________.

a. come clean

b. go clean

c. come dirty

d. go dirty

10. "People who live in glass houses ________".

a. shouldn’t walk around naked.

b. should always buy curtains.

c. shouldn’t throw stones.

d. clean their windows regularly.

11. "He’s turned over a new leaf" What has he done?

a. He’s made a new start, promised to be better.

b. He’s taken an interest in gardening.

c. He’s started a new job.

d. He’s been collecting insects.

12. If you’ve been ‘burning the candle at both ends’, you have _________.

a. been having lots of dinner parties.

b. working hard and going to bed late.

c. going to church a lot.

d. experimenting with new recipes in the kitchen.

13. If life is full of opportunity for you, we say “The world is your ________”.

a. crab

b. mussel

c. prawn

d. oyster

14. The phrase “in a nutshell…” means ________.

a. With difficulty, after great effort.

b. Briefly, without wasting time or words.

c. Leading to a range of possibilities.

d. With hidden meaning.

15. Complete the sentence. “The box was as light as ________”.

a. air

b. a feather

c. a leaf

d. a piece of paper

16. If you are very hungry, we say you “could eat a ________”.

a. cow

b. pig

c. whale

d. horse

17. If you “give someone the cold shoulder”, what do you do?

a. ignore or be unfriendly to someone.

b. massage someone.

c. give someone some frozen meat.

d. injure someone.

18. According to the expression, a well-behaved child is “as good as ________”.

a. gold

b. a flower

d. chips

d. a bird

19. He’s always interfering, he’s always ________

a. sticking his eye in.

b. pushing his face in.

c. poking his nose in.

d. putting his hand in.

20. According to the expression, if you risk everything on one opportunity, you _______.

a. put all your glass in one bag.

b. put all your eggs in one basket.

c. carry cups & plates in a big suitcase.

d. put diamonds in your left pocket.

