Subject verb agreement

1. The verb agrees with the subject in person and number.

Ex. I am ready

      We are ready

2. A singular subject takes a singular verb and plural subject takes a plural verb.

Ex. The man drives to work

      The men drive to work.

3. Along with this rule, the idea of the speaker may also be the factor. For, ex some nouns that are singular in form may convey either plural or singular meaning, depending on the idea in the mind of the speaker.

Ex. My family is here (family as a unit)

      My family are here (family =individual)

4. When the subject is followed by the phrase, the verb ordinarily agrees with the subject, not the noun in the phrase.
Ex. The package of the cigarette is on the table.

       The boxes of candy are on the table.

5. When the subject consists of two or more nouns joined by or, either…or, and neither…nor, the verb ordinarily agrees with the noun nearer the verb.

Ex. John or his brothers are going to help me.

      Either your key or my key is missing.

6. When this or that is the subject third singular person is used; when These and those is the subject, the third person plural form of verb is used.

Ex. That is a good idea.

       These are times to prepare for the journey.

7. When collective noun, such as family, group, committee, class, is regarded as a single unit, the singular form of verb is used; when regarded as a collection of separate units, the plural form of verb is used.
Ex. The committee has agreed on the plan.

      The committee have not agreed on the plan.

8. When the subject is indefinite pronoun, whether singular or plural in meaning are ordinarily used with the third person singular form of the verb: each, everybody, everyone, everything, any, anybody, anyone, anything, somebody, someone, something, one, no one, nothing, nobody, either, neither, another, the other.

Ex. Each arrives on time.

       Someone is on the phone.

9. The following indefinite pronouns are ordinarily used with the third person plural form of the verb: all, both, few, many, several, some. 

Ex. All were satisfied with their grades.

      Both are in the closet.

      Several have already written to me.

10. A noun that is preceded by an expression of fraction or portion (such as half of, part of, etc) may be considered either singular or plural. Whether a singular or plural form of verb is used depends on whether the noun following of is singular or plural.
Ex. One third of the apples are yours.

      Half of the time was spent in the country.

      All of the money has been spent

Test

1. Knowledge of the facts (is, are) necessary to reach a wise decision.

2. This book, that notebook, and this pen (belongs, belongs) to help on the clean up.

3. The people (arrives, arrive) early for lectures.

4. Economics (is, are) John’s major field of study.

5. Robert (is, are) going fishing.

6. Robert and I (is, are) going fishing.
7. The weather in the Southern states (get, gets) ___________ very hot during summer.

8. Bob and his friend (is, are) ______________ coming to the anniversary party tomorrow.

9. Every man, woman and child (is, are) _________ protected under the law.

10. Washing the dishes (is, are) _____________ the children’s job.

