ILLOGICAL PARTICIPIAL MODIFIERS (DANGLING PARTICIPLES)

A participial phrase (one containing a [ verb + ing ] without auxiliaries) can be used to join two sentences with a common subject. When the two phrases do not share a common subject, we call the participial phrase an illogical participial modifier. Actually, the subject of the participial phrase is understood rather than explicit. Consider the following sentence

Incorrect
: After jumping out of a boat, the shark bit the man. (We understand that the actual subject of the verb jumping is the man; therefore, immediately after the comma, we must mention the man)

Correct

: After jumping out of the boat, the man was bitten by a shark

For clarity, introductory participial phrases must be followed immediately by the nouns which is logically responsible for the the action of the participle. There is no written subject in the participial phrase; thus no change of subject is possible. Sometimes the participial phrase is pre

