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SYLLABUS
COURSE INFORMATION

Course Description:

The course designed provides essential factors to stimulate students to think logically, sistematically, and critically. These factors known as thinking skills are introduced through comprehensive practices allowing the students to improve their skills in thinking. 

General Course Objectives:
The course is allowed the students to practice their skills in thinking logically, sistematically, and critically. Looking for the best ending from the possible endings of the paragraph, providing truth statements, and recognizing language style are the common activities to improve students’ skills on comprehensing texts. 

Course Objectives:
At the end of this course, you should be able to:
1. think in English in order to read English well;
2. interpret texts with providing truth statements as essensial factors to gain understanding;
3. identify the style of the author to present the facts and the truths; and
4. evaluate the text.
Course Format:
We will begin this semester with some discussion on thinking skills. You should expect to have an assignment each week on the assigned text. As the semester progresses, some in-class time and a great deal of your out-of-class time will be spent reading and analyzing your out-of-class assignment. Despite the out-of-class time commitment this class requires, it is imperative that you attend every class session. Quizzes, in-class discussions and discussion sessions cannot be made up. 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Suggested Textbooks:

Allsop, Jake. 1984. Approaching First Certificate. London: Cassell Publishers Limited.

Bazerman, Wiener. 1985. Reading Skills Handbook. Third Edition. USA: Houghton Mifflin Company.

Kirn, Elaine & Pamela Hartmann. 1990. Interaction II: A Reading Skills Book. Second Edition. Singapore: McGraw-Hill Book Co.
Mikulecky, Beatrice S. And Linda Jeffries. 1998. Reading Power. Second Edition. New York: Addison Wesley Longman, Inc.

You are expected to complete reading assignments before they are discussed. This will allow you to clarify questions that may have arisen as you read.

Attendance:
In the outside world, attendance is not optional; therefore, in this course, attendance is mandatory, and I expect you to arrive on time to class. Absences may be excused under the following conditions:
1. You must contact me by telephone, or in person at least a week in advance, or in the case of emergency, on the same day of the absence to let me know you will be absent during a class session, and you must provide acceptable written documentation of the reason for your absence within five business days of the absence. Some examples of acceptable documentation include a dated physician’s note, a dated traffic accident report, a dated hospital bill, etc.;

2. Providing documentation does not guarantee an absence will be excused;

3. Other absences (funeral, wedding, etc.) will be addressed on a case-by-case basis and may not be considered excused;
4. Work that will be missed for a known, excused absence must be turned in prior the absence in order to receive credit;

5. Any unexcused absence will affect your grade because you will not be allowed to make up the work missed;

6. If you miss an exam or a scheduled in-class activity, you will earn a zero (0), regardless of whether the absence is excused or unexcused.
Grading:

Attendance

: 10%

Quizzes and homework
: 20%

Midterm


: 30%

Final Exam

: 40%
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE*
	Week of
	Readings
	Topics/Assignment
	Assignment

	#1
February 29
	Thinking skills
Miculecky and Jeffries; part three
	How to think in English   Part 1
	Practice and discussion

	#2
March 7
	Bazerman, p.65
	Reading for Information
	Practice and discussion


	#3
March 14
	Bazerman, p. 66-68
	Fact-finding
	Practice and discussion


	#4
March 21
	
	Reading for facts
	Practice and discussion

	#5
March 28
	
	Reading with a purpose

	Practice and discussion

	#6
April 4
	Bazerman, p. 72
	Major details and minor details; finding major details

	Practice and discussion

	#7
April 11
	
	Separating major details from minor details
	Practice and discussion


	#8
April 25
	
	Mid-Term
	

	#9
May 2
	
	Review on recognizing paragraph patterns
 
	Discussion and practice

	#10
May 9
	
	Practices on paragraph patterns

	Discussion and practice

	#11
May 16
	
	Making inferences

	Discussion and practice

	#12
May 23
	
	Practices on making inferences

	Discussion and practice

	#13
May 30
	
	Understanding figurative language

	Discussion and practice

	#14
June 6
	
	Practices on figurative language

	Discussion and practice

	#15
June 13
	
	Drawing conclusion and predicting outcomes

	Discussion and practice

	#16
June 27
	
	Final Exam
	


* This course outline is subject to change as needed. All changes will be announced.
