
Verbs and  

Verb Phrases 



Verb 

Expresses an action or a state of being 

Every sentence has at least one. 
 

Examples 
 

 

• play 
 I play the drums. 

• is 
 Pizza is delicious.  

• are trimming 
 We are trimming the tree. 

 



Helping/Auxiliary Verbs 

help verbs show when things happen 

 

The Helping/Auxiliary Verbs examples: 

 

 

 
 

Helping/Auxiliary verbs help us make verb 

phrases. 

Am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been, has, 

have, had, did, do, does, can, could, would, 

should, shall, will 



Verb Phrase 
Verb phrase—consists of a main verb preceded by 
at least one helping verb (auxiliary verb) and or a 
main werb with its auxiliary fusion. 

 

Example 

Katie was writing her 
essay about friendship. 
 

Katie wrote her 
essay about friendship. 
(wrote= did write)  

> did (Aux)    > write (main V=V1) 

 

 



More Examples of Verb Phrases 

Mary was walking through the 

mall, talking on her phone, 

and drinking coffee. 

 

What is the verb phrase in the  

above sentence? 
 

was walking, 
talking, 
drinking 



More Examples of Verb Phrases 

Officer Lee has been working with her 

partner Bones for a long time. 

 

What is the verb phrase in the above 

sentence? 
 

 

has been working 



Common Combination Structures of a Verb Phrase 

Forms of Be 

Forms of Do and Have 

Forms of Modals 



Forms of Be: 

am  is    are  was  were 

be  being   been  

Examples be in Verb Phrase: 

1. Andi is sleeping. 

2. They have been going. 

3. The event will be tomorrow. 



Forms of Do: 

Do    does    did 

Forms of Have: 

Have  has   had 

Examples Do and Have in Verb Phrase: 

1. Does Andi come to your home? 

2. They have gone. 

3. They did not drink coffee. 



Forms of Modals: 

can   could    should 

may   must    would 

might      shall        will 

Examples Modals in Verb Phrase : 

1. He may become a president. 

2. They must go to the hospital. 

3. He should not come to the party.  



(=V3) 

(=V-ing) 



Since the subject is I 

Since the subject is They 

Main V must agree with 3 elements below: 

Main Verb: S V Agreement 





Forms of Be 

Forms of Do and Have 

Forms of Modals 

VP Cases 



 

 Sometimes the parts of a  

 

verb phrase are interrupted  

 

by  other phrases or parts of 

speech. 



• Did you hear President 

Bush’s speech? 
(VP: did hear interrupted by Pronoun you). 
 

• Has the D.J. played the new 

CD for you? 
• (VP: has played interrupted by Noun Phrase 

the D.J.). 



She had always been thinking 

of  her future. 
(VP: had been thinking interrupted by Adverb 

always). 

 

They do not often come here. 
(VP: do come interrupted by Adverb Phrase 

not often). 



NOTE: 
 

The word not is always an  

adverb.  It is never part of  

a helping/Auxiliary verb, even 

when it is joined to a verb as the 

contraction –n’t. 
 

Example: We don’t eat much. 

(VP: do eat, -n’t = Adverb) 



Adverb/Adverb Phrase: Uses 
Verb Phrase Vs. Participial Phrase 

















More examples 

Walking along the shortlines (participial phrase) 







Main Verb of the sentence in example 1 = will receive 
Main Verb of the sentence in example 2 = is 





Sekian dan Terima kasih. Jika 
ada yang ingin ditanyakan, 

silahkan disampaikan di 
Google Classroom untuk kita 

diskusikan. Harap belajar, 
untuk persiapan Quiz minggu 

depan (pertemuan 7= 
pengganti libur minggu ke 3) 

serta UTS. 


